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Meters 
 

 
(Usual) Duple: 
Macrobeat syllable: Du (“Do”) 
Microbeat syllable: De (“Day”) 
Microbeat subdivision: Ta (“Tah”) 
Macrobeat is consistent. 
 
 

 
 
(Usual) Triple: 
Macrobeat syllable: Du (“Do”) 
Microbeat syllables: Da – Di  (“Dah 
– Dee”)  
Microbeat subdivision: Ta (“Tah”) 
Macrobeat is consistent.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Usual) Combined:  
 
 
 
 
 
  

    
  

 
Unusual Paired:   
Macrobeat syllable: Du (“Do”) 
Microbeat syllables: 
   Group of 2: Be (“Bay”)  
   Group of 3: Ba – Bi (“Bah – Bee”) 
Microbeat subdivision: Ta (“Tah”) 
Microbeat is consistent. 
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Unusual Unpaired: 
Macrobeat syllable: Du (“Do”) 
Microbeat syllables: 
   Group of 2: Be (“Bay”)  
   Group of 3: Ba – Bi (“Bah – Bee”) 
Microbeat subdivision: Ta (“Tah”) 
Microbeat is consistent. 

 
 

 
Multimetric:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

All examples from Songs & Chants Without Words (Gordon, et al). 
 

 


